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Referees turn out in force to honour and celebrate the life of Basil Gill At Memorial Service 

on Nov. 30th 2010

The chapel at the Giffen-Mack funeral home was overflowing with referees’, friends, dignitaries and family members when close to 120 people attended the memorial service for Basil Gill.

Basil was a long serving member and Past President of the Scarborough Branch of the OSRA, he also served as President of the OSRA Provincial Association and President of the Canadian Soccer Referees Association. Approximately 60 members of the Scarborough referees were in attendance which included members of the executive committee Leslie Wong President; Lindo Parkes Vice President and Ganesh Shanmugan Secretary.

The following dignitaries were also in attendance:

John Knox (Canadian Soccer Association); Bruce Henderson, Brett Knox and Lyndon Hooper (Ontario Soccer Association); Bill Hoyle ((Life Member of OSA and OSRA); Mike Burke (Scarborough Soccer Association and “Robbie” Tournament); Eric Evans (Life Member CSRA); David Cope (Past President OSRA);  Ian Cardey (Life Member Scarborough Branch); Gord Arrowsmith (Former FIFA Referee and presently Durham DRC); Isaac Raymond (CSA National Instructor); Risto Karhunen (Former Secretary Scarborough Branch).

Rich Carmen and Charlie Theuma travelled through the morning rush hour traffic from Brampton to represent their branch.

York Region Branch was well represented which included among others Bob Marquis from Newmarket; Rick Singh from Richmond Hill; Eddie Gonzalves from Markham; Norm Offield and Russell Hamilton.  
North York was also well represented with Renato de Costa; Ron Edwards and Norma Clarke, Yusri Rudolf, Pat Lennon and others.

Don Pearce former President of the Scarborough Branch and the OSRA gave a short eulogy and presented a few soccer pins to the immediately family in attendance; Basil’s wife Charmaine, two daughters Tracy and Janice and Basil’s only grandson Julian. 
The soccer pins represented the different organizations Basil had been involved with; OSRA, CSRA, OSA, CSA and the “Robbie” Tournament.

Leslie Wong then gave a great Power Point presentation of Basil’s life in the soccer community and is now available on our website www.ssra.ca 
Food and beverages were provided by the family.

In the morning and at the going down of the sun, we shall remember him.
We apologise for any names missed

